SAFE: SERVING AMERICA’S FARMWORKERS EVERYWHERE, 

A MODEL FOR COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AND SAFETY

In its seventh year of operation, the SAFE Program: Serving America’s Farmworkers Everywhere provides pesticide-safety training in sixteen states.  Supported by the AmeriCorps program, the Environmental Protection Agency, and a network of social service agencies, SAFE delivers pesticide safety training to more than 20,000 farmworkers and community members annually. In 2000, fourteen percent of all farmworkers trained increased their knowledge of pesticides and pesticide-safety after participating in a one-hour interactive training session based on the Worker Protection Standard.

The strengths of the program will be reviewed:

1) Involves community in program development and implementation

2) Increases participant access to pesticide and health information and resources

3) Utilizes bilingual individuals who are provided the support and technical assistance necessary to become professional trainers 

4) Demonstrates impact in remote, rural communities

Program limitations will also be reviewed and discussed with session participants.
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